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NOTES AND NEWS 



Commenting on the report of the Royal Commission on the care and 
control of the feeble-minded, Nature for September 17 says : " The report 
necessarily opens up matter of great scientific interest; but the com- 
missioners, perhaps wisely, have contented themselves with deducing from 
a mass of scientific evidence only such conclusions as bear upon the 
practical issues under their consideration. On the momentous question 
of the origin of mental defect, they remark somewhat plaintively (voL 
viii., p. 179), ' we found it practically impossible, and deemed it undesir- 
able, to exclude from consideration the great mass of evidence which was 
tendered to us in reference to the conditions and antecedents of mental 
defect, especially in the very large class of cases in which the evil dated 
from birth or from early life.' The great majority of the witnesses who 
spoke specially on this question (among whom were Sir T. Clifford All- 
butt, Sir E. Ray Lankester, Dr. Archdall Reid, and Dr. Bevan Lewis) 
regarded feeble-mindedness (where not accidental) as a germinal varia- 
tion, a reversion to a more primitive type of brain, and a condition which 
is necessarily inherited. The trend of the evidence of these witnesses 
was distinctly opposed to the notion that causes such as faulty nutrition, 
wasting diseases, or alcoholism are of importance in the production of 
feeble-mindedness. Considerable evidence of a contrary kind was offered, 
but neither the authority of the witnesses nor the data upon which they 
relied was sufficient to shake what is at present the accepted teaching of 
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biology. As might have been expected, an attempt was made by certain 
witnesses to put forward the opinion that the existence of mental defect 
in a community might be checked either by surgical or other artificial 
measures, or by placing obstacles in the way of the marriage of persons 
ascertained to be mentally defective. The commissioners repudiate these 
suggestions, but they nevertheless somewhat hesitatingly come to the 
conclusion upon the evidence submitted (vol. viii., p. 185), '(2) that 
especially in view of the evidence concerning fertility, the prevention of 
mentally defective persons from becoming parents would tend largely to 
diminish the number of such persons in the population.' This is an 
opinion on which there is much room both for doubt and discussion. 
Many of the feeble-minded are the children of parents of average physical 
and mental health; a still larger number are children of neurotic parents, 
who are, however, of such mental integrity that no state would venture 
to prohibit their unions. The number of the feeble-minded who are 
descendants of obviously imbecile parents, while probably not incon- 
siderable, does not by any means form such a proportion of the class 
that the prevention of their existence would 'largely' diminish the 
number." 

Professor Lovejoy has sent us the following: "In his Bibliotheca 
Platonica Mr. Thomas M. Johnson, of Osceola, Missouri, is engaged in 
publishing selections from neo-Platonic writers, some of which have not 
hitherto been available in English. The last number issued (1908) con- 
tains a new rendering of the 'Demonstration of the Immortality of the 
Soul,' from the commentary of Hermeias on the Phsedrus (first translated 
by Thomas Taylor in the Classical Journal, 1820), as well as a reprint of 
Taylor's 'Dissertation on the Doctrine of Ideas' (published in 1792), 
and a paper by Mr. Johnson on ' The Fundamental Ideas of the Human 
Mind.' Previous issues include versions of various fragments and shorter 
works of Plotinus, Porphyry, Iamblichus, Proclus, and Synesius, which 
are not otherwise generally accessible." 

The Syndics of the Cambridge University Press and the Council of 
the Cambridge Philosophical Society are arranging to publish a volume 
in commemoration of the centenary of the birth of Darwin and the 
fiftieth anniversary of the publication of " The Origin of Species." The 
articles will be by British and foreign contributors and will treat of 
Darwin and evolution, Darwin's geological work, Darwin's contributions 
to botany, and the influence of the conception of evolution in various 
departments of philosophy. 

Professor Hugo Munsterberg and Professor George Santayana, of 
Harvard University, will lecture on esthetics at Wellesley College during 
the coming year. 

Mr. L. W. Cole, recently professor of psychology at the University 
of Oklahoma, has accepted a position as instructor in experimental psy- 
chology at Wellesley College. 

The Oxford University Press are publishing an Index volume to " The 
Sacred Books of the East." 



